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Haiti 

        

Rep. Driehaus meets with Ohio-based servicemembers in Afghanistan.  
      

  On January 12, 2010, a 7.0 magnitude earthquake devastated the nation of Haiti.
Unfortunately, the situation was worsened on January 19, 2010 when a 6.0 magnitude
aftershock was registered. The American people have admirably stepped up to assist Haiti in its
time of need with desperately needed assistance such as food, medical services and supplies,
and shelter. I have worked diligently to assist in the effort of bringing children who were in the
final stages of the adaption process into the United States so that they may unite with their new
loving families. In the coming months, it is important that we continue to assist our close
neighbors and provide them with the opportunity to rebuild their nation.   
  Israel  
  The United States of America and Israel have enjoyed a strong relationship since Israel’s
establishment in 1948. Our country must continue to work with our close ally to pursue peace in
the Middle East and preserve Israel’s right to self defense. I support efforts to bring Israeli and
Palestinian officials back to the negotiating table without preconditions to seek a sustainable
two-state solution. In the meantime, we must never forget that both Israelis and Palestinians
continue to suffer from the unresolved situation. I sincerely look forward to a time when the
people residing both within the Palestinian Territories and the State of Israel enjoy the inherent
rights of peace, security, and economic prosperity, regardless of their religion.    
  Iran  
  The government of Iran continues to pose a serious threat to the security of the United States
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and our international allies. President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s support for terrorism,
non-compliance with International Atomic Energy Agency guidelines, and human rights
violations are of grave concern. I supported President Obama’s strategy of providing an
opportunity for diplomatic engagement with the Iranian government. I support the use of
additional sanctions upon targeted government officials and industries following one year of
stalemate. It is my hope that President Obama will sign legislation such as the Iran Refined
Petroleum Sanctions Act and the Iran Sanctions Enabling Act of 2009 into law. These legislative
measures could further motivate the Iranian government to comply with the wishes of the
international community.   
  Sri Lanka  
  The 25-year War between the Sri Lankan Government and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam has finally ended. Unfortunately, innocent civilians of the Tamil minority continue to suffer
from repression of their freedom of movement, intimidation, and other human rights violations. It
is important that all individuals throughout the global community are afforded the same rights
upon which our nation was founded. In May 2009, I was joined by 21 Members of Congress in a
letter to Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton that stressed the importance of our nation
pressuring the Sri Lankan government into halting their aggression toward innocent Tamil
civilians.     
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